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We are proud to
introduce our very first
newsletter!
o

COMMUNITY PREP DAY - GLENVIEW AT SANTA FE (ELEMENTARY)

Greetings from Your Co-Chairs
by

Cathy Leonard & Katherine Harris

August was a busy month with three
successful events. Our Public Safety
Committee began the month with
National Night Out. Once again it was a
wonderful opportunity to meet neighbors,
old and new. The evening began with a
cooperative mandala at the intersection
of Genoa and 57th Streets drawn by
Brooke Toczylowski with contributions by
neighborhood adults and children. There
are still remnants in the intersection.

neighbor, new roommate and new best
friend Justus McShannon served ice
cream with their usual flair; and Yvette
Renée hosted the pie contest. Next year
we hope neighbors will be inspired to
contribute to a pot luck as well. David
Boone opened his bike shop and
provided a venue for the disc jockey
talents of Erin Rockmore and Alex
Papazoglan. Many thanks to both of them
for providing great music.

The Kids’ Zone moved to Genoa this year
with two bouncy houses, side-by-side. A
huge thank you to the residents of the
Purple House for once again contributing
one of the bouncy houses. With two, we
were able to separate older and younger
children, making it a safe and enjoyable
experience for all. Thanks to Megan
Low’s dad Dennis Low and son Malakai
Triplett for the exciting giant bubbles; and
to the Oakland Fire Department for
bringing two fire trucks!

Our other two August events took place
on August 6 and 11 at Glenview School
at Santa Fe. On August 6, community
members from Santa Fe, Golden Gate
and Longfellow worked on prepping
interior surfaces for painting (See picture
above). On August 11, a team from
Clorox joined with community members to
prepare the site for the first day of school.

We provided food again this year thanks
to the cooking and serving skills of our
board members and neighbors: Taylor
Sublett and friends barbecued the meat;
Jeff Black and Sara Devine barbecued
corn with help from Sara’s nephew Peter;
Jameelah Rose Lane served two different
flavors of amazing lemonade; Sarah
Arnett, husband Michael and new

ONGOING EVENTS

Monthly Santa Fe CAN Meeting
Wed., Sept 14, 6:30 to 8 pm. CHORI,
5700 Martin Luther King Jr. Way. Guest
speaker: Sonya Smith, Chair, Public
Ethics Commission.

UCSF Benioff Children’s
Hospital Updates
Bi-monthly neighborhood construction
update. See Community Calendar
section on their website:

Congratulations to Megan Low and the
Education Committee. On August 22, our
Santa Fe students joined Glenview and
Golden Gate students for the first day of
school. What an amazing
accomplishment! See page 3.

http://chonext100.org/

Board elections will be held September
14th at our general meeting. See page 5.

Fourth Wednesday of every month at 7
pm at CHORI in the University High
Library, 5700 MLK.

Beat 10Y Neighborhood Crime
Prevention Council Meeting
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National Night Out
A successful event requires planning and
participation. We have many people to thank.

Our Fundraising Committee’s efforts allowed us
to provide barbecue, corn, ice cream, one of the
bounce houses, the art supplies and the
balloons!

Gaby Thomas-Fitch and son Luca work on the
mandala while daughter Siena Luna and Elisa Smith
admire their work.

Taylor Sublett donated the posters, fliers and
door hangers. The design was created by Peter
Letourneau.
Once again we thank Elisa Smith and the
residents of the Purple House for one of the
bounce houses.
Sinia and Nathaniel, grandchildren of
long-time neighbor Mrs. Bailey.



Jameelah Rose Lane introduced her
two delicious lemonades.



Thanks to Tommy Fenster and
StopWaste for providing important
recycling information.



The East Bay Children’s Book Project
donated books for the Kid’s Zone.



Thanks to our Public Safety and
Community Building Committees for
hosting this neighborhood annual
event.
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First Day of School
by

Megan Low. Photos courtesy of Cathy Leonard.

Malachi in red shoes.
Lucas in yellow hoodie.

Maeve and her Grandpa.

Artists Coralee and Lucas.

Education Chair Megan Low
with sons Zyden and Malachi.

The Santa Fe school campus has
officially re-opened as Glenview at
Santa Fe! Glenview Elementary
School’s campus is undergoing
construction for the next two years.
Thanks to the efforts of our Education
Committee, several neighborhood
families are enjoying walking and biking
to school while their children attend
Glenview at Santa Fe. It's been great
seeing the campus bustling with
Oakland Unified School District families
once more. The campus has become
available to the community again for
neighborhood gatherings. We held our
first community meeting there last week
as the North Oakland Community
Coalition gave a presentation on safety
and pedestrian/traffic patterns and
necessary improvements around the
school. See page 6.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Claxton.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Read more about our efforts to keep
Santa Fe open permanently as a
public neighborhood school
at BRINGBACKOURSCHOOL.ORG.
Glenview, Santa Fe and Golden Gate
neighborhood children gather in the
school’s playground.

Front Row: 2nd from left Education Chair
Megan Low, Longfellow Community Assn.
member Sandra Mukasa, and Co-Chairs
Cathy Leonard and Katherine Harris.
Back Row: 2nd from left board member-atlarge Jeff Black, Adam Lord, board treasurer
Richard Gallagher, and Remi Lacey. Mr.
Lord and Mrs. Lacey are Santa Fe residents.
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Committee Reports
by

Committee Chairs

PUBLIC SAFETY

AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD

This committee is involved in a lot of
community work around safety issues, is
quite busy and meets monthly with top
level City staff.

David Boone is another committee of one.
He is working on a directory of local
businesses. If you have an interest in
supporting local businesses and
encouraging new business in our
neighborhood, please contact David at
david@santafecan.org.

We arranged for Santa Fe residents to
obtain FREE residential parking permits
paid for by UCSF Benioff Children’s
Hospital for the next ten (10) years. Click
on the following link to see if you qualify:
http://santafecan.org/free-residentialparking-permit-signups/).
Thanks to our efforts A.C. Transit has
dropped its plans to eliminate the F
Transbay bus through the Santa Fe and
Longfellow neighborhoods. We garnered
over 700 signers on our petition. Give
yourselves a hand! Numbers do count
and so does our community association.

EDUCATION
Councilmember At-Large Rebecca
Kaplan with Co-Chair and Public
Safety Co-Chair Cathy Leonard.

This committee is a founding member of
the Northwest Oakland Community
Coalition. See page 6.

Upcoming Events:

Board Secretary Sarah Arnett with
Councilmember Dan Kalb.

Their meetings are the third Tuesday of
each month. Location TBA. Contact
megan@santafecan.org.

The Beautification Committee is
dedicated to improving the appearance of
our neighborhood and creating more
usable spaces. Our association has
formally adopted Helen McGregor Plaza
and Driver’s Plaza and this committee
holds regular plantings and cleanups at
both plazas. We have also adopted and
maintain the Secret Garden, a community
garden located at the end of Genoa south
of 52nd Street.
Meetings are held the third Wednesday of
each month at 8 pm at OVO (Oakland’s
Very Own Tavern & Eatery, 5319 MLK Jr
Way). Volunteers are always needed.
You may attend a meeting or contact
Nate Williams at nate@santafecan.org or
Yvette Renée at yvette@santafecan.org.

COMMUNITY
BUILDING
The purpose of this committee is to bring
neighborhood residents together. This
committee encourages neighbors to
support safe Halloween and organizes
holiday caroling in December. Other ideas
have been considered but Taylor Sublett
is currently a committee of one. He would
welcome your input and assistance. You
can reach him at taylor@santafecan.org.

Education is one of our busier committees
with lots to show for their efforts. You can
read about it on Page 3.

BEAUTIFICATION

We welcome new members, please
contact Cathy Leonard at
cathy@santafecan.org.

The Public Safety Committee will be
hosting: (1) Free “Helmet Bike Safety Day
and Bike Rodeo” for our children. We are
working out the details now.
(2) CORE I and II. Family and
Neighborhood Earthquake Preparedness
training. Stay tuned for both.

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

SOCIAL MEDIA
Living Fence (Espalier) at Driver Plaza.
The Beautification Committee planted Fuji
apple trees to be trained as a fence.

Website : http://santafecan.org/
Twitter : @SantaFeCANCalif
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/SantaFeCom
munityAssociationandNeighbors/
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Upcoming Board Elections
On Wednesday, September 14 Santa Fe
CAN will hold its Annual Meeting,
including election of board of directors.
Most candidates are incumbents but there
are two new names on the ballot. Their
bios are included here. A voting member
of Santa Fe CAN is anyone over 18 who
has signed in at four meetings and/or our
events.

Today, my husband Adam and I continue
to carry on the tradition of public service
and volunteering in an effort to make the
world and our community a better place
for our 2-year-old daughter, Isla. I look
forward to the opportunity to serve as
Santa Fe CAN’s public safety co-chair, a
role where I will no doubt continue to be
inspired by countless stories about the
incredible history of our community and
work with all of you to create solutions for
our most pressing public safety concerns.
Brenda Grayson Shinault
I am married to Aaron Shinault. After 25
years living in Monterey County, Aaron
and I returned to our home in the Santa
Fe neighborhood last April to spend more
time enjoying our five year-old
granddaughter.

Tara Regan Anderson
I have been an Oakland resident for a
total of 12 years and Santa Fe resident
for just over 3 years. In the first year of
Santa Fe Community Association and
Neighbors (Santa Fe CAN), I served on
the Community Building Committee and
subsequently have attended the
Education Committee’s planning sessions
and events associated with bringing back
our local school. At my day job I work
each day to create and implement
effective criminal justice policies that
contribute to the reduction of the prison
population and equally achieve an
increase in public safety. Throughout my
career I have had the honor and privilege
to work with those returning to our
communities from incarceration, local and
state law enforcement, district attorneys
and public defenders, justice system
reform advocates and experts in the fields
of crime prevention and restorative
justice. I hope to take what I have
learned, and continue to learn, to support
our neighborhood.

education classes in partnership with the
County’s Probation Department. I also
wrote a popular weekly parenting column
for the local newspaper for several years.
In 1997, the Commission on the status of
women honored me as one of ten
outstanding women in Monterey County.
The Salinas NAACP also awarded me
Educator of the Year Award.
I hold a B.A. degree in Psychology from the
University of PA and a M.S. degree in
Broadcasting from Boston University. My
media background includes positions as Unit
Manager at the NBC TV Network, New York;
Associate Project Director at KQED TV
(PBS) San Francisco; Marketing Director for
Chronicle Communications Cable-TV
Companies; and Public Affairs Associate for
United Way of the Bay Area.
I am a member of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc., a national public service
organization with several Bay Area
chapters. I have held volunteer positions at
Community Partnership for Youth; Hospice
of the Central Coast; and Partners for
Peace, among others in Monterey County,
and recently joined the inaugural volunteer
team at “Comfort Homesakes, Inc.” an
Oakland-based non-profit, promoting endof-life planning and care.

Slate of Board Candidates
Cathy Leonard…..……..…….….Co-Chair
Sarah Howard Arnett…..………Secretary
Megan Low……………...…….. Education
Before retiring in 2007, I served as
Associate Director of the Service Learning
Institute and Lecturer in the College of Arts,
Humanities and Social Sciences at
California State University Monterey Bay.
Prior to that, I worked as resource teacher
in the Monterey Peninsula Unified School
District, and as an Adult Education
Instructor at the Salinas Adult School. In
Salinas, I taught business courses to high
school students and facilitated parent .

Taylor Sublett………Community Building
Tara Regan Anderson…..…Public Safety
Co-Chair
Jeff Black ……………...Member-at-Large
Nate Williams ………… Member-at-Large
Brenda Shinault………..Member-at-Large
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Pedestrian Traffic Safety Community Meeting
Text and pictures by Cathy Leonard

From left to right: OPD Officer Michael Ransom,
Oakland Schools Police Sgt. Greg Hom, OUSD Director
of Communications John Sasaki, OPD Lt. Randolph
Brandwood at the Pedestrian Traffic Safety Meeting.

The Northwest Oakland
Community Coalition (Santa Fe
CAN, the Golden Gate Community
Association and the Longfellow
Community Association) is a
coalition created to establish a
neighborhood plan. Our pilot plan
focuses on all three neighborhoods
and the particular “nodes” (Santa
Fe Elementary School and Helen
MacGregor Plaza Park) and all
their related planning needs. The
Plan also addresses substandard
infrastructure, blight, zoning
changes and amendments,
transportation planning, pedestrian
and bicycle access and safety. Our
neighborhood community
association leads (Cathy Leonard,
Santa Fe; Angela Gennino, Golden
Gate; and Sandra Mukasa,
Longfellow) meet monthly with
Councilperson Dan Kalb and top
level Planning Department staff to
ensure that our community needs
are met.

On August 24th, we hosted a Pedestrian
Traffic Safety community meeting at
Glenview at Santa Fe (Elementary School).
The purpose of the meeting was to address
pedestrian safety issues on the streets
surrounding the school. For more
information and our list of guests, please
click here.
The meeting ended with concrete goals
and we will continue to follow up to make
sure the requested changes are completed.
Goals: crosswalk maintenance, addition of
new crosswalks, addition of fencing safety
measures for the kindergarten playground.
Thank you, Councilman Kalb for securing
the Santa Fe site for our meeting. And
thanks to Chelsea Toller, Principal,
Glenview at Santa Fe.
Engineers Joe Wang and Wladimir Wlassowsky of the Transportation Services
Division of the City of Oakland Public Works Department.
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Community members at the Pedestrian Safety Traffic Meeting at Glenview at Santa Fe.

AN OPEN LETTER TO PAST and PRESENT BOARD MEMBERS
Thank you so much for volunteering to serve on Santa
Fe CAN’s steering committee and board over the
years. We know that it was an add-on to so many
other things you did and do, including nurturing family,
friends, your career, and your social life. Katherine

and I appreciated that you were willing to serve your
community and we valued and continue to value your
time and input. Thank you for bringing your talent,
intellect, experience and insight to the table. We are
forever grateful to you.

Present Board Members:
Richard Gallagher
Sarah Arnett
Megan Low
Nate Williams
Yvette Renée

Loren Rodgers
Jeff Black
Taylor Sublett
David Boone

Past Board Members:
Beverly Lovejoy
Patsy Smith
Tal H. M. Klement

Jake Decker
Amy Morgan

Past Steering Committee Members:
Sara Devine
Verónica Martinez
Scott Thomas-Fitch

Gabriela Thomas-Fitch
Shannon Tracey

Eternally grateful,
Cathy and Katherine

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Many thanks to our community neighbors and friends who provided technical assistance:
 From Santa Fe: Sean Gallagher, Irma Gabriela Thomas-Fitch (Gaby), Co-Chair Cathy Leonard
 From Golden Gate: Wayne Samdahl and Angela Gennino

And thanks to our neighborhood and the many people in Oakland who continue support our efforts.

