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JANUARY 

2017 

Bi-Monthly Santa Fe CAN 
Meeting 

Wednesday, January 11 at 6:30 pm. 
Glenview/Santa Fe Elementary School 
915 - 54th Street. 

  

 

UCSF Benioff Children’s Hos-
pital Updates 

Bi-monthly neighborhood construction 
update. See Community Calendar sec-
tion on their website: http://
chonext100.org/. 

Beat 10Y Neighborhood Crime 
Prevention Council Meeting 

Fourth Wednesday of every month at 7 
pm at CHORI in the University High 
Library, 5700 MLK. See map above. 

Greetings From Your Co-Chairs                                    

A new year is upon us and it seems 

like a good time to talk about mem-

bership in Santa Fe CAN. Every res-

ident and business owner in the 

Santa Fe District bordered by the 

intersection of Stanford & 61st in the 

north, 52nd Street in the south, 

Lowell Street to the east and Martin 

Luther King Blvd to the west is a 

member of the community associa-

tion. However, a voting member is 

someone who is 15 years old and 

has attended and signed in at four 

meetings or events and meets the 

above requirements.   

When the original steering commit-

tee drew up the bylaws we dis-

cussed whether to charge dues for 

membership.  We decided that a 

demonstration of participation was 

more important and less exclusive.  

A meeting could be a general meet-

ing or a committee meeting. An 

event is a social event or a work 

party. There have been some clean 

up events at Driver Plaza where 

there have not been sign-in sheets.  

We will correct this in the future and 

if you have attended an event with-

out a sign-in sheet please make a 

note of this the next time you sign 

in.  

In this issue you will find a profile of 

our outspoken neighborhood activist 

Max Kurtz-Cadji. You can enjoy pic-

tures and comments on the Ugly 

Sweater event and caroling.  

Please note that the general meet-

ings will now be held every other 

month at a new location. We will be 

meeting at the Glenview/Santa Fe 

Elementary School.  

We encourage everyone to check 

out the new website for the Golden 

Gate Community Association. There 

is an interesting article about our 

joint effort to improve traffic safety 

around the Glenview/Santa Fe Ele-

mentary School and the recent acci-

dents there. http://
www.goldengateca.org/projects/safe-streets/ 

 

 Cathy Leonard & Katherine Harris 

http://chonext100.org/
http://chonext100.org/
mailto:http://www.goldengateca.org/projects/safe-streets/
mailto:www.goldengateca.org
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What’s Happening in the Neighborhood 

Driver Plaza Clean-Up Day on December 18.  

The weather cooperated but, as you can see, turnout was low. The next clean-up 

will be January 15 and every third Sunday thereafter. There will be announce-

ments but starting time is usually 10 or 11. Mark your calendars.  

Eager to participate, but a little on the 

small side, a couple of the volunteers 

preferred hill climbing and confiscating 

tools.  

GENERAL MEETING  

Our first meeting of the new 

year will be held at Glenview 

at Santa Fe Elementary School 

at 6:30 pm on January 11. The 

school address is 915-54th St.  

To facilitate working peoples’ 

and parents’ attendance,  

childcare and dinner will be 

provided.  

This meeting will give us all an 

opportunity to learn about 

2017 projects and sign up for 

a team.  

The Public Safety Team is al-

ways working with OPD on 

crime prevention but they also  

are currently focused on bike 

and pedestrian safety. If this is 

an issue important to you, 

please join this ongoing team. 

You may also contact Cathy 

Leonard: 

cathy@santafecan.org 

 

The CORE Team comes under 

the umbrella of Public Safety. 

If emergency preparedness is 

a concern for you, come find 

out more about this team and 

how you can make a differ-

ence. You may contact Tara 

Anderson at: 

tara@santafecan.org 

The Beautification Team has 

adopted Driver Plaza as an 

ongoing project. In January 

they will also be scheduling a 

neighborhood cleanup for 

Martin Luther King Day of Ser-

vice on January 15. If you 

would like to help please join 

them at the General Meeting 

or contact Nate Williams at: 

nate@santafecan.org 

The CARE Team has newly 

formed to offer support to 

elderly or infirm members of 

our community. The residents 

of Sojourner Truth  Manor 

have requested assistance 

with their Farmer’s Market. If 

lending a helping hand to 

neighbors in need interests 

you,  please join Sarah Arnett 

and her team. You may con-

tact Sarah at: 

sarah@santafecan.org 

The Events Team works with 

Taylor Sublett to plan and 

publicize bi-monthly commu-

nity events, such as the Ugly 

Sweater Party. You can see 

the 2017 events on the calen-

dar at the end of the news-

letter. If you enjoy giving a 

good party, come join Taylor’s 

team or contact him at: 

taylor@santafecan.org 

 The Bring Back Our School 

Team has been hard at work 

on reopening the Santa Fe 

Elementary School. They will 

appreciate new support and 

energy following the resigna-

tion of the superintendent. 

Find out more at the General 

Meeting or contact Megan at: 

megan@santafecan.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look for our new 

flyer boxes around 

the neighborhood.  

The inaugural box 

will be at the Little 

Library on the 

corner of 57th & 

Genoa.  

Neighbors who 

are not getting our 

emails can find 

newsletters and 

event flyers there.  

mailto:cathy@santafecan.org
mailto:tara@santafecan.org
mailto:nate@santafecan.org
mailto:sarah@santafecan.org
mailto:taylor@santafecan.org
mailto:megan@santafecan.org
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Another great event in collaboration with OVO. 

Taylor Sublett made the arrangements including 

cookie decorating and a coloring table for the 

kids. Not surprisingly, the adults discovered that 

coloring is good therapy for holiday stress. There 

were some very creative home decorated sweaters. 

New friends were made and a good time was had 

Taylor Sublett with abominable snowman 

Ben Kinzer, Chloe Frommer & 

Lucien 

   Shy Cathy Leonard 

Stella decorating cookies 

Jaida with mom, Amber Underwood 

Jannel and her mom, Tauninga Vital 

Sarah & Michael Arnett & Haniq Luo 

Katherine Harris Gallagher 
Sata Devine 
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                             MAX 

I met with Max Kurtz-Cadji in Dover Park at the community 

garden where he was inspecting frost damage. I’ve been an 

acquaintance of Max’s since not long after we moved here. We 

were introduced by my son, Nate, and we run across each oth-

er, mostly at Driver Plaza cleanup events. I’ve gathered that 

Max is someone who leaves an impression and I wanted to 

know more about his background and his work. He was kind 

enough to talk to me on this sunny, chilly morning. 

Max wanted to make it clear that the work he is involved in is 

also the work of many other people and organizations. He 

does not want to be seen as the major player in any of them. 

However, like it or not, and like him or not, Max is someone 

many people know. And he is a neighbor. 

I asked Max what motivated him to do the work he does on 

behalf of youth and adults at risk. With some amusement he 

described his upbringing as the child of divorced parents. His 

mother was the source of his social consciousness. He de-

scribed her as an exceptionally kind person who kept clothes 

in her car to distribute on the street and always did what she 

could to help those in need. She was also straight-laced—no 

smoking or drinking or drugs or PG movies. Max described his 

father as a “merry prankster.” He is a Morrocan immigrant 

who believes in the American dream. But he also flaunts au-

thority and introduced Max to the music and movies of the 

1960s and 1970s that his mother wouldn’t allow.  

When Max was a freshman at UC Davis the World Trade Or-
ganization protests were happening in Seattle. It was his first 
exposure to multi-city activism and was the awakening of his 
political consciousness. After getting his degree in horticulture 
he signed up for the Peace Corps and was sent to Madagascar. 
It was there that Max developed a more worldly perspective of 
his homeland. He ate with a family who cooked beans and rice 
for him. He noticed that the bag of beans was printed with a 
US Government label. The beans were given free within the 
country but were then sold by middle men at a price that un-
dercut the price of local farmers. So the stated purpose of 
providing food security in poor countries actually undermined 
the local food production. When I asked Max if he thought this 
was an unintended consequence of humanitarian efforts he 
said that he had read in government documents as far back as 
the Eisenhower administration that food relief was seen as an 
opportunity to open markets for American agriculture.  

Max described a situation in which famine occurs in a region in 
Africa while food is abundant in surrounding areas. Rather 
than buying food from available regional farms and distrib-
uting it to the famine areas, food is brought in from other con-
tinents, thus making the situation worse. The Peace Corps is 
part of the State Department. As Max became more aware of 
what was happening, with war in the Middle East and exploita-
tion of food crises in poor countries, he began to distance him-
self from the organization. He continued to do the work he 
was assigned but tried to make himself less visibly a repre-
sentative of America. With the Internet and smart phones Max 
is able to continue providing agricultural assistance to Mada-
gascar. 

On returning to the U.S. Max moved to Berkeley, and then 

Oakland, where he has worked in order to pay the rent and 

feed himself. The work has always involved ecology and agri-

culture in some way but his greatest passion is in his volunteer 

work.  

     Continued next page 
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A doctor from Children’s Hospital connected 

with Max over her concern about the poor 

nutritional choices made by and for her pa-

tients. She and Max created workshops that 

provide gardening and nutrition education to 

youth at risk for diabetes and heart disease. 

From these came the Dover Street Edible 

Park and the Free Farmer’s Market.  

Max found that education alone was not 

enough. Students began making healthier 

choices when well-prepared, nutritious food 

was readily available and they were earning 

money to pay for it.  

One of the program’s graduates became in-

terested in fermentation. Out of that interest 

Phat Beetz Youth Pickle n’ Catering was born. 

This young woman has gone on to UC Davis 

to obtain a degree in fermentation but the 

business continues employing five youth and 

using rented commercial kitchens. The prod-

ucts are sold at Berkeley Bowl, Berkeley Bowl 

West, Rainbow Grocery, Farm Fresh to You 

CSA, Temescal Produce Market, Grubb Mar-

ket, Howden Market, Good Eggs, Biofuel Oa-

sis, The Ecology Center, Oaklandish, Peaceful 

Valley Farm Supply, Imperfect Produce CSA 

(custom made jams), Grand Market, and 

Town Kitchen (custom made local juices and 

teas for their lunch boxes). At this point the 

business just breaks even, partly because of 

the expense of renting commercial kitchens.  

Phat Beets also markets CSA boxes. The 

profits from the boxes support the Beet 

Bucks and the free Farmer’s Market. Both of 

these programs fill vegetable prescriptions 

from Children’s Hospital, double the value of 

food stamps and provide fresh, locally grown 

fruits and vegetables from small farms 

owned by people of color, Castlemont High 

School Farm in East Oakland and other local 

farms providing spray-free produce. 

Max was involved in the formation of the 

North Oakland Restorative Justice Council. 

The council is made up of various North Oak-

land community stakeholders focusing on 

“building campaigns, initiatives, and practices 

around community safety and economic de-

velopment without displacement in Oakland, 

California through the use of restorative jus-

tice.” 

 Phat Beets Produce, North Oakland Restora-

tive Justice Council and Self-Help Hunger 

Program are coming together as the Oakland 

Communities United for Equity and Justice. 

Their first joint project is to purchase a Food 

Justice Food Truck.  

To order a CSA box and find out more about 

the program visit the website: 

http://www.phatbeetsproduce.org/order-a-

beet-box/ 

To see the list of wonderful dishes available 

for catering and to order for your next event 

visit the website: 

http://www.phatbeetsproduce.org/cater/ 

Watch the video and donate to the Food Jus-

tice Food Truck at this website: 

https://www.generosity.com/community-

fundraising/launch-the-food-justice-food-

truck 

 

Katherine Harris, Co-Chair  

The Work 

mailto:www.phatbeetsproduce.org/order-a-beet-box
mailto:www.phatbeetsproduce.org/order-a-beet-box
mailto:www.phatbeetsproduce.org/cater/
mailto:www.generosity.com/communityfundraising/launchthefoodjusticefoodtruck
mailto:www.generosity.com/communityfundraising/launchthefoodjusticefoodtruck
mailto:www.generosity.com/communityfundraising/launchthefoodjusticefoodtruck
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milestones 

Mrs. Marian Allen turned 94 on October 14. She has lived 

on Arlington since 1961. 

Mrs. Annie Hatchett on Arlington turned 98 on December 

17 and has lived on Arlington since the 1940s. 

On Christmas Eve 2014  this house  in the 800 block of 56th 

Street caught fire. Two years later we can welcome Wan-

ette Stewart and her extended family back to the neighbor-

hood. The house looks great and they must be happy to 

finally be resettled. Welcome back! 

Nate Williams has made progress on creating a family com-

pound. With parents across the street he now has his two 

brothers, Sean Gallagher and family, and Bill Gallagher living on 

the corner of Aileen and Genoa.  And after spending many 

months surveying the neighborhood from Nate’s carriage 

house, and then his attic, contractor and friend Will Gunderman 

loved our neighborhood so much he has moved here. He and 

his partner, Kristen Land, are now on Aileen.  

Stephanie Pascal has moved to Temescal and is getting married. 

Jennifer Fernandez is a new neighbor on Genoa.  

Katrina Hanson has moved to Adeline Street. 

Joe Bauder now lives on 53rd Street.  

If you know of anyone else who has moved or celebrated some 

other milestone let me know at: katherine@santafecan.org 

Candace and Elena have been living on Aileen for 15 

years so we can’t really welcome them to the com-

munity. However, after a couple of tense months 

they have purchased their home and succulent gar-

den and now consider themselves permanent resi-

dents. 

mailto:katherine@santafecan.org
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Santa Fe CAN’S  

Calendar 2017 

January            Neighborhood Meeting Jan 11/Clean-up Jan 15 

February          Random Acts of Kindness Week Feb. 12-18 

March                Neighborhood Meeting March 8 

April                   Earth Day Event April 22 

May                     Neighborhood Meeting May 10 

June                   Event for Eat Your Fruits & Vegetables Day June 17 

July                     Nominating Meeting for Board July 12 

August   National Night Out August 1 

September  Annual Meeting & Elections September 13 

October   Halloween Event TBA 

November        Neighborhood Meeting November 8 

December        Ugly Sweater Party & Caroling TBA 


