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CELEBRATING RAIN AND RAINBOWS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD  ONGOING EVENTS 

Another exciting month in the 
neighborhood! We ended October with 
an amazing Halloween Party for 
neighborhood kids hosted by Santa Fe 
CAN and OVO, our neighborhood 
eatery and gathering place. Owners 
Trevel Adanadus and Gordon Tillman 
are committed to contributing to the 
neighborhood, especially the youth. 
Story on page 5.  
 
In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we have 
included an article about the Self-Help 
Hunger Project. Aunti Frances Moore 
was kind enough to share her 
thoughts on food and community.  
Story on page 2.  
 
We are so proud of Megan Low and 
the Education Committee for all they 
have done. Megan has contributed an 
article about Educate 78 and what her 
committee’s fellowship means to our 
and neighboring communities.  
Story on page 4. 
 
Gordon Tillman, one of OVO’s 
owners, has proposed an Ugly 
Sweater Holiday Party in December. 
Following the party, our annual 

neighborhood caroling walk will begin. 
One of our important caroling stops 
will be at the Sojourner Truth Manor 
(the apartment housing complex for 
seniors).  Please contact Taylor 
Sublett, if you are interested in 
helping.  taylor@santafecan.org  
More details on page 3. 
 
 
 
 

 
Sojourner Truth Manor 

 
 
 
 
The above picture of the rainbow  
was provided courtesy of Gabriela 
Thomas- Fitch taken at our October 
30th Halloween Party. 

l 

 

 

Monthly Santa Fe CAN Meeting 

This month only: Tuesday, November 
15th, 6:30 to 8:00 pm at Glenview @ 
Santa Fe Elementary School, 915 – 54th 
Street. 

UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospital Updates 

Bi-monthly neighborhood construction 
update. See hospital’s Community 
Calendar section at: 
http://chonext100.org/. 

 

 

Beat 10Y Neighborhood Crime 
Prevention Council Meeting 

Fourth Wednesday of every month at 7  
pm at CHORI in the University High 
Library, 5700 MLK. See map above. 

 

Greetings from Your Co-Chairs 
by Cathy Leonard & Katherine Harris 

mailto:taylor@santafecan.org
http://chonext100.org/
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Feed Them First 

By Katherine Harris Gallagher 

I’ve lived in the neighborhood for almost 
four years and have met Aunti Frances 
Moore many times at (Jasper P.) Driver 
Plaza. Until recently, I had not had an in 
depth conversation with her and it was 
definitely my loss.  

Aunti Frances is a Berkeley native whose 
childhood was a tough one, moving from 
nurturing grandparents to an unhappy 
single mother and then to foster care in her 
teens after her mother’s death. However, 
in the midst of chaos she found her 
vocation at eight years old, singing at the 
Open Door Mission.   

 

Aunti Frances Moore 

When Aunti Frances left the foster system 
at 17, she was taken in by the Black 
Panthers. At the time, the Black Panthers 
had 65 programs operating that addressed 
human needs for food, clothing, shelter, 
health care, education, personal safety 
and community. It was doing this work that 
taught Aunti Frances a lesson that still 
guides her mission:  “If you want to get 
someone’s attention, feed them.” Aunti 
Frances also worked with and was inspired 
by Mother Mary Ann Wright (July 11, 1921 
– May 7, 2009) who fed 450 people a day 
in Oakland. Mother Wright worked into her 
80’s feeding and clothing people.  

For a year, Aunti Frances was homeless. 
She says that she is glad for that 
experience. She never suffered because 
she was always able to create community 
to meet her needs. This drive to make 
community has shaped the way she 
chooses to live her life. One of her 
personal values was the importance of 
creating a balance between giving and 
taking. This led her to volunteer her 
services at one of the places that offered 
food to those in need. Eventually she 
became head cook. She has also 
volunteered as a board member of the 
Alameda County Network of Mental Health 
Clients for many years, a local  

 

 

 

 

agency that supported her throughout the 
period that she was homeless.  

Back on her feet and living on 61st Street 
near Driver Plaza, Aunti Frances 
recognized some of the people hanging 
out there from her days of homelessness. 
She encouraged them to get food at the 
churches and share it with one another. 
She also noticed that their diet was made 
up of mostly unhealthy food. She began to 
cook meals in her own kitchen to serve at 
the Plaza. Today she serves about 60 
people every Tuesday at Driver Plaza. 
From her casual beginning she has 
developed the Love Mission Self-Help 
Hunger program. She defines self-help as 
“a community coming full circle to help one 
another.”  

The Love Mission Self-Help Hunger 
program currently works under the 

umbrella of C-PREP, a non-profit working 
with people to restore vitality in their 
communities. The future plan is to create a 
non-profit with Phat Beets and the North 
Oakland Restorative Justice Council. One 
of Aunti Frances’ current goals is to 
operate a food truck. There is a possibility 
that she will lose her kitchen in the future 
and a food truck would give her stability 
and mobility.  

Aunti Frances has health problems that 
make it hard to get up some mornings but 
she feels a divine empowerment to do the 

 

 

 
 

work she does. People cannot be civil or 
productive or teachable if they are hungry. 
And Aunti Frances uses the power of 
wholesome, home cooked food to reach 
and teach and bring people together.  

Because of her commitment to creating 
community Aunti Frances prefers not to 
apply for many grants. The people she 
feeds contribute $2.00 a month.  

The Love Mission Self-Help Hunger 
program currently receives donations from 
neighbors, desserts from Sweet Adeline’s 
Bakeshop at 3350 Adeline, Berkeley; 
bread and rolls from Arizmendi  Bakery (a 
worker-owned coop); produce from Phat 
Beets Produce, Castlemont Community 
Gardens, and Food Not Bombs.  

On November 8, 2016, a beautiful fall day 
at the Plaza, Aunti Frances was serving 
meatballs with kale and creamy tomatoes, 
a hearty macaroni and cheese casserole, 
eggplant in a tomato sauce, green salad, 
and assorted breads and fruit tarts. 

Aunti Frances is planning to serve 
Thanksgiving dinner at Driver Plaza. She 
is in need of turkeys and help with 
preparation and serving. If you are able to 
help, please reach out to her at 
auntifrances@yahoo.com.  

With her open-mind and loving heart Aunti 
Frances represents what is best about 
Oakland and our neighborhood. We are all 
blessed to be living in her circle.  

 

 
Aunti Frances and her assistants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELPING 

Please help support Aunti Frances’ 
mission by donating food, money 
or time. 

Donations are tax-deductible. 

http://www.phatbeetsproduce.org/g
et-involved/donate 

 

Love Mission Self-Help Hunger 
Program 
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m. until the 
food is gone.  
Driver Plaza, 5650 Adeline Street 
(off Stanford Avenue). 
 

 

mailto:auntifrances@yahoo.com
http://www.phatbeetsproduce.org/get-involved/donate
http://www.phatbeetsproduce.org/get-involved/donate
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COMMITTEE 
REPORTS 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
On November 7th, Co-Chair Cathy 
Leonard attended Captain Randall 
Wingate’s Area Two Advisory 
Committee meeting at OPD to 
discuss neighborhood priority 
issues. The purpose of the 
meeting was to advise the captain 
of neighborhood priorities and how 
well law enforcement is working in 
our neighborhood in conjunction 
with the Beat 10Y NCPC. Kudos to 
our Community Resource Officer 
Mike Ransom. We are happy to 
report that although home 
burglaries have sharply declined 
due to our committee’s efforts, 
auto burglaries are on the rise. 
Please do not leave any items of 
value or bags (even if empty) in 
plain view in your vehicles.  
 
The Winter Season is upon us. 
The City of Oakland established an 
Adopt-A-Drain Program in 2014 
aimed at keeping the City’s street 
drains open, functioning and to 
prevent flooding. As a volunteer, 
you will be eligible to receive City 
tools and supplies to help keep 
your drains clear. For more 
information, go to 
http://adoptadrainoakland.com/ 
 

 
Please consider adopting a water 

drain on your block. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
There are exciting things 
happening with the Education 
Committee. Read Megan Low’s 
article on the Page 4. 
 

BEAUTIFICATION 
 

The Beautification Committee is 
negotiating with the City of 
Oakland over the future of Driver 
Plaza decorative plantings. City 
workers removed the memorial 
tree collards and there is concern 
that they will remove the memorial 
fruit trees and cob bench. Stay 
tuned for developments.  
 

COMMUNITY BUILDING 
 

Plan on joining neighbors at OVO, 
5319 MLK Jr. Way on Saturday, 
December 17th from 3 - 6 pm for 
our Ugly Holiday Sweater Contest  
Contact Taylor Sublett to assist 
with planning at 
taylor@santafecan.org 
 
 

 
 

            Afterwards … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Let’s carol our way through the 
neighborhood. We’ll start at OVO’s 
and end up near Driver Plaza. 
Practice those vocal lessons and 
bring candles or lights. 

 

NORTHWEST OAKLAND 
COMMUNITY COALITION 

Did you know that the majority of 
Lowell Street has no sidewalks or 
crosswalks? 
 
On October 17th, our Co-Chair 
Cathy Leonard and Angela 
Gennino (President, Golden Gate  
Community Association) met with 
Robert Prinz (Education Director of 
Bike East Bay) to discuss 
infrastructure improvements on our 
common border - Lowell Street. 
Thank you Robert for providing a 
mockup of what Lowell Street 
should look like in terms of safety 
for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
 
On October 27th, Cathy and 
Angela hosted a walking tour 
around the Santa Fe school site as 
a follow up to our August 24th 
Pedestrian Safety meeting. Invited 
guests included local parents, our 
councilmember, staff from 
Transportation Services, Safe 
Routes to School and OUSD, and 
our Community Resource Officer 
Mike Ransom. We will continue to 
follow up to ensure that our 
children can walk to school safely. 

 

 

 

 

http://adoptadrainoakland.com/
mailto:taylor@santafecan.org
mailto:taylor@santafecan.org
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Officers/Board Members 

Cathy Leonard Co-Chair and Public Safety 
Co-Chair                                               
cathy@santafecan.org   

Katherine Harris-Gallagher Co-Chair  
katherine@santafecan.org 

Richard Gallagher, Treasurer  
richard@santafecan.org 

Sarah Howard Arnett, Secretary   
sarah@santafecan.org 

Board Members 

Megan Low, Education Chair, 
megan@santafecan.org  

Nate Williams, Beautification Co-Chair 
nate@santafecan.org  

Taylor Sublett, Community Building, 
taylor@santafecan.org  

Loren Rodgers,  Member At-Large, 
loren@santafecan.org  

Yvette Renée, Beautification Co-Chair, 
yvette@santafecan.org  

Jeff Black, Member At-Large, 
jeff@santafecan.org  

Tara Regan Anderson, Public Safety Co-
Chair  tara@santafecan.org 

David Boone, Economic Development 
Chair, david@santafecan.org  

 

Brenda Grayson Shinault, Member  At-
Large, brenda@santafecan.org 

 

 

CONTACT US 

The Education 
Committee – Bringing 
Back Our School 

By Megan Low 

Whether you are new to the 
neighborhood or have been here for 
decades, you have probably heard 
about our Education Committee’s 
efforts to re-open our local school 
campus that was formerly Santa Fe 
Elementary School. Back in the Fall of 
2013, when Santa Fe CAN had its 
inaugural meeting, the parents, 
grandparents, and other neighbors 
who signed onto the Education 
Committee recognized that the 
school’s closure in 2012 resulted in a 
lack of an accessible public 
elementary school for families across 
our community. The Santa Fe 
neighborhood became known as a 
“school desert.” Since then, our 
Committee has worked tirelessly to 
lead a campaign to see the Santa Fe 
campus restored as a high-quality 
public school to serve the families of 
the Santa Fe, Golden Gate, and 
Longfellow neighborhoods.  

The Education Committee’s efforts 
have included conducting surveys, 
community forums, door-to-door 
canvassing, and several meetings with 
Oakland Unified School District’s 
superintendent, administrators, and 
board directors. Most importantly, our 
committee has launched the 
BRINGBACKOURSCHOOL.ORG 
website, and led a successful 
campaign to secure elevated priority 
enrollment for neighborhood families 
during Glenview Elementary School’s 
interim housing at the Santa Fe site.  

On March 13, 2015, our effort was 
profiled on the front page of the East 
Bay Times education section. 

Glenview Elementary is scheduled to 
remain on the Santa Fe campus until 
the Summer of 2019 while its new 
building off Park Boulevard is under 
construction. In the meantime, several 
of our local kids are benefitting from 
Glenview’s wonderfully diverse and 
inclusive community, strong 
leadership, and its high quality 
curriculum and enrichment programs. 

 

Santa Fe CAN and its’ Education 
Committee continues to advocate for 
local enrollment at Glenview with the 
belief that commitment to a great 
school highlights the demand for a 
permanent option. 

Meanwhile, our Education Committee 
has continued to pave the way for that 
permanent option to become a reality. 
Most recently, the Committee was 
accepted into the Educate78 School 
Design Lab Fellowship. Educate78 is 
a local organization working to ensure 
that every student, in every 
neighborhood of Oakland, has access 
to a world-class public school by 
accelerating the development of new 
quality schools. The School Design 
Lab fellowship provides coaching, 
funding, and a framework within which 
our Education Committee will 
continue to develop a proposal for the 
Santa Fe school site's long-term 
future.  (To learn more about our 
fellowship, please visit: 
educate78.org/schooldesignlab) The 
Education Committee’s immediate 
action plan involves building up their 
network with educational leaders 
across Oakland, visiting several high-
quality school programs, and 
continuing authentic engagement with 
our community. 

As part of the “Engage and Explore” 
process of the school design lab, our 
Education Committee’s School 
Design Team is entering a new phase 
of their “Listening Campaign” which 
involves having more in-depth 
conversations with families about the 
kind of school they would like to have 
on the Santa Fe campus. This 
includes organizing community 
gatherings in Santa Fe and 
neighboring districts, conducting one-
on-one interviews, and establishing 
more partnerships with other 
community groups. The Design 
Team’s goal is to develop a school 
that will be accessible, attractive, and 
supportive for every kind of family. 
They are optimistic that the Oakland 
Unified School District will continue to 
support this effort, and that the 
positive momentum built up by our 
community will ultimately lead to the 
district’s approval of their proposal. 

 

 

Santa Fe CAN remains steadfast in 
our belief that the restoration of a fully 
accessible, high-quality public school 
in our neighborhood will serve to 
support and strengthen ALL members 
of our community, and we couldn’t be 
more proud of our Education 
Committee’s work in that mission. 

Stay tuned to the Santa Fe CAN 
website www.santafecan.org  or our 
Facebook page for upcoming 
Education Committee events! Please 
contact Megan Low at (510) 646-0125 
or email her at mlow@santafecan.org. 

mailto:cathy@santafecan.org
mailto:katherine@santafecan.org
mailto:richard@santafecan.org
mailto:sarah@santafecan.org
mailto:megan@santafecan.org
mailto:nate@santafecan.org
mailto:taylor@santafecan.org
mailto:loren@santafecan.org
mailto:yvette@santafecan.org
mailto:jeff@santafecan.org
mailto:tara@santafecan.org
mailto:david@santafecan.org
mailto:brenda@santafecan.org
http://bringbackourschool.org/
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2015/03/13/oakland-to-open-school-closed-in-2012/
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2015/03/13/oakland-to-open-school-closed-in-2012/
http://educate78.org/schooldesignlab
http://www.santafecan.org/
mailto:mlow@santafecan.org
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Community Building Committee 
 

Here’s how we celebrated 
Halloween early on October 30th: 
face painting, balloon twisting, 
pumpkin painting, food and cake 

eating and just plain fun.      BBBoooooo!!!    

 
Our neighbors celebrated with 
neighbors from Golden Gate, 
Longfellow, Temescal, and 
Bushrod, and with OVO’s family 
and community.   
 
Thanks to our Committee Chair 
Taylor Sublett, Omolade Roddy 
and Cathy Leonard. Special thanks 
to OVO – Oakland’s Very Own 
Tavern & Eatery for a special day.  

 

 
Little Roscoe, Taylor Sublett  

and Omolade Roddy. 

 
     Committee Chair Taylor and cakes. 

 

 
   Jackie D. from Santa Fe 

 
Kids from Longfellow and Temescal 
 

 
Melissa and her grandson from Santa Fe 

 

 
Siena Luna, our Santa Fe recycler. 

 
Laura and Miles from Golden Gate. 

 

 
Santa Fe’ers: Milo and his little friend. 
 

 
        Brandon Rowan-Taylor 

 

 
         The Liberman Family 

     

 
      Jimenez-Morales family facing camera.  
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NEW STARTS ELSEWHERE 
 
In November, Stephanie Pascal and Kazoo 
moved to Temescal, along with Stephanie’s 
sweetie. Don’t worry, Stephanie will still be 
around as she has sublet her unit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS IN SANTA FE  
 

LLoorreenn  RRooddggeerrss, our At Large Board Member. 

DDaavviidd  BBoooonnee, our Economic Development Chair.  

PPaattssyy  SSmmiitthh, our former board member and   
Public Safety Co-Chair 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MILESTONES 


